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M E D I A   S E R V I C E 

Reed Exhibitions Messe Wien

>VIENNAFAIR - The International Contemporary

Art Fair FOCUSED ON CEE< 7th – 10th May 2009:

Clear focus and superior quality are the secrets of success.
+++ >VIENNAFAIR< is the biggest international art fair in Austria +++ 122 galleries present well over 1000 artists +++ Largest focus on CEE since the inception of the >VIENNAFAIR< +++ New strategies for the art market form side event focus
VIENNA (6th May 2009). – ‘The fifth edition of the >VIENNAFAIR< is a Central European success story. We managed to attract 29 galleries from Eastern and South-Eastern Europe to participate in the >VIENNAFAIR 2009<, more than ever before’, reported a delighted Matthias Limbeck (Dipl.Ing.), CEO for New Business, Marketing & CEE for Reed Exhibitions Messe Wien. A total of 122 galleries feature the works of over a thousand artists at the >VIENNAFAIR< from the 7th – 10th May in hall A at the Messe Wien expo complex. Mr Limbeck continued, ‘I would like to thanks the entire team and particularly the advisory commission for the constructive and successful period of cooperation’.
A mix of renowned international and Austrian galleries
‘The interest shown by international galleries in the >VIENNAFAIR< is more than mere confirmation for the attraction of Vienna as an event location for galleries from Eastern and South-Eastern Europe’, explained the Exhibition Director of the >VIENNAFAIR<, Edek Bartz, commenting on the comprehensive list of participant galleries. ‘With the addition of a number of participants from the western countries of the EU the show is able to offer a good mix of big name Austrian and international galleries, and interesting newcomers’, he continued. 47 galleries from Austria, 45 from Western Europe, 1 from the USA and 29 from the featured regions of Eastern and South-Eastern Europe are what make the >VIENNAFAIR< such a unique art experience, both for collectors and art enthusiasts, as the show offers a broad cross-section of superior quality are right across the range of contemporary art.
A Central European success story:

The CEE focus of the >VIENNAFAIR<

The participation of 29 galleries from Eastern and South-Eastern Europe this year means the focus on CEE countries is sharper than ever before in the history of the >VIENNAFAIR<. The long-standing sponsorship of participating galleries by the ERSTE BANK has shown sustained benefits for the success of the >VIENNAFAIR<. Galleries within the ERSTE BANK sponsorship programme include: 2META Gallery (Bucharest), Galerija Alkatraz (Ljubljana), czarna galeria (Warsaw), Feriancova Contemporary (Bratislava), Galerija Fotografia (Ljubljana), Heppen Galeria (Warsaw), hunt kastner artworks (Prague), Inda Galéria (Budapest), Ivan Gallery (Bucharest), Kisterem (Budapest), kressling gallery (Bratislava), Galeria Leto (Warsaw) lokal_30 (Warsaw), andreiana mihail gallery (Bucharest), New Moment Ideas Gallery (Belgrade), P.A.R.A.S.I.T.E (Ljubljana), Galerija Photon  (Laibach), Photoport (Bratislava), Galeria Pies (Poznan), Program Art Gallery (Warsaw), Faur Zsófi – Ráday Galeria (Budapest), Simonis Gallery (Warsaw), Galerija Skuc (Laibach), SPACE Projects (Bratislava), Tulips & Roses (Vilnius), Viltin Galéria (Budapest) and the ZAK BRANICKA Foundation (Krakow). Point Contemporary (Bucharest) is exhibiting as a ‘young gallery’ and acb Galéria (Budapest) is taking part in the general >VIENNAFAIR< gallery programme.

The involvement of the ERSTE BANK group is part of the bank’s sponsorship strategy pursued under the ‘Kontakt’ umbrella, a programme to foster culture in society at large. One of the aims of Kontakt is to encourage a thriving cultural infrastructure placing a strong emphasis on the Central European dimension of cultural production. The establishment and consolidation of partnerships lie at the heart of the initiative. Long-term partnerships, the initiation of cross-border projects and the contact between the cooperating members is of particular importance to the ERSTE BANK. Individual projects and the individual people involved can make a big difference in a local context; and when put in contact with one another the potential is immense. ‘As in the previous years the CEE emphasis of the >VIENNAFAIR< is a central issue. Our support of the Eastern European galleries enables them to participate at the fair and in turn, to enhance and strengthen the >VIENNAFAIR< itself. At this year’s >VIENNAFAIR<  we are delighted to note that by presenting ‘tranzit’, another Erste Bank project, ‘contacts’ have been established within our own programme, according to Ruth Goubran, Head of Community Affairs and Sponsoring for the ERSTE BANK.

Consolidate internationality while strengthening domestic markets
As in previous years German galleries make up the strongest contingent of institutions at the >VIENNAFAIR< with 27 participant galleries. Headed by a member of the trade fair advisory commission in the shape of Guido W. Baudach there is an impressive range of paintings (André Butzer, Bjarne Melgaard and Thomas Zipp), these works being presented in cooperation with the Viennese ‘Krinzinger’ gallery; Berlin is also featuring a number of new participants. Mikael Andersen will be featuring sculptures by the young Cragg student, Lucy Teasdale, photography from carlier | gebauer (Paul Graham) and DNA Galerie with Tatsumi Orimoto and ftc. fiedler taubert contemporary with Keller & Wittwer. The ‘open’ gallery spotlights objects from the Swiss artist, Florian Japp; Rasche Ripken is to feature a young German painter, Markus Willeke; Olaf Stüber has a solo project from 1971-born Austrian Marc Aschenbrenner for ZONE1, and like last year Antje Wachs will be also featuring Clarina Bezzola amongst the exhibits.
This year is the first time the city of Cologne will be sending eight galleries to the >VIENNAFAIR<. The ‘Baukunst’ Galerie will be bringing the British architectural artist, Paul Pagk, to Austria for the first time. Klaus Benden presents American pop art with Roy Lichtenstein or Andy Warhol; Sebastian Brandl will be featuring a solo show for Franz Burkhardt; DREI Raum für Gegenwartskunst will be providing a stage for the paintings of Herbert Brandl’s student, Sabrina Hausperger. Fiebach & Minninger are completely dedicating their presence to the pictures of Josef Schulz; and the k. u. k. Galerie is to show the works of Bosnian artist Damir Niksic. Mirko Mayer hosts the work of the young Australian Edward Wright and Susanne Zander will be presenting the photography of the Czech, Miroslav Tichy.

Immense variety from the German galleries
Other German galleries include Fluegel-Roncak (Nuremberg) with a classical programme of work from Robert Indiana to Julian Opie. The Flo Peters Gallery (Hamburg) is specialised in photography and amongst other things will be showing photos by Elliott Erwitt. Furthermore, several other names will be present at the >VIENNAFAIR<: Robert Drees (Hanover) will be bringing the young painter Hanna Nitsch to Vienna. Klaus Gerrit Friese (Stuttgart) will be featuring the works of William N. Copley and Karin Kneffel; and having already participated a number of times, Hollenbach (Stuttgart) will be featuring the illuminative art and media installations of the Italian, Chiara Dynys.
Munich will be the third best represented German city. Renate Bender is to spotlight a cross-section of her gallery exhibits and will be bringing Alfred Haberpointner along. Braunbehrens is to focus on Korean art (including Kim Dong-Yoo, Kim Hyunsik, Sung Min Park). Francoise Heitsch is to dedicate a single stand to Klaus vom Bruch. steinle contemporary is to feature Michael Kienzer and Simon Wachsmuth amongst others, and Galerie Traversée is to include a number of works by the US artist and documenta participant, Allan Sekula.

Italy, France, Portugal and Great Britain all strongly represented
There are five galleries coming from Italy: Galerie 41 artecontemporanea (Turin) is bringing Gosia Turzeniecka; goethe 2 (Bolzano) is to feature a project by Christoph Hinterhuber. Massimo Carasi (Milan) is to include paintings by the Americana, Michael Bevilacqua; Traghetto (Rome) will be featuring the perforated canvas portraits of the Norwegian Anne-Karin Furunes, and Biasutti & Biasutti are to display assemblages by Daniel Spoerri.

France is sending five galleries to this year’s show. Eric Dupont (Paris) is bringing Marine Joatton for ZONE1; JGM Galerie (Paris) spotlights lighting art by Keith Sonnier; Michel Rein (Paris) is to exhibit drawings by Dan Perjovschi, and Suzanne Tarasiève (Paris) and also photography by the Russian Venice-Biennale participant, Boris Mikhailov. Finally, Galerie Sollertis (Toulouse) is to bring paintings and sculptures including a number by Madeleine Berkhemer.

Portugal and Great Britain are also represented in Vienna with two galleries apiece. Filomena Soares (Lisbon) is bringing the work of Iranian artist, Shirin Neshat; and Zaum Projects (Lisbon) is to show light works created by the German, Regine Schumann. Hidde van Seggelen (London) is again bringing sculptures by Andy Holden, and the Wilkinson Gallery (London) will be showing work from the ‘Woodsman’ series by George Shaw.

As in previous years, Galerie Lelong (Zürich/Paris/New York) will be represented in Vienna and emphasising the drawing work of artists such as Georg Baselitz, Günther Förg and Antoni Tàpies). Distrito Cu4tro (Madrid) are also back again and featuring Caetano di Almeida and Richard Deacon. At the >VIENNAFAIR< for the first time there will be trayecto galería from Spain (Vitoria-Gasteiz) with photographs by Juan Hidalgo, and the Motive Gallery (Amsterdam) including exhibits made by Lucy & Jorge Orta. One point of focus in the editions section is to be highlighted by White Columns from New York including works by Rita Ackermann and Anne Collier.

Domestic art world on show
Austria is to be represented by 46 participant galleries at the >VIENNAFAIR<. An Austrian art fair can’t miss out on names such as Siegfried Anzinger (Galerie Welz, Salzburg), Christian Ludwig Attersee (Galerie Heike Curtze, Vienna), Herbert Brandl (Galerie nächst St. Stephan, Vienna) Gunter Damisch (Galerie Elisabeth & Klaus Thoman, Innsbruck), Jakob Gasteiger (Galerie Schmidt, Reith), Franz Graf (Galerie Patrick Ebensperger, Graz), Otto Muehl (Galerie Konzett, Graz/Vienna), Peter Kogler (Galerie Johann Widauer, Innsbruck), Brigitte Kowanz (Galerie Krobath, Vienna), Maria Lassnig (Galerie Kratochwill, Vienna), Alois Mosbacher (Galerie Altnöder, Salzburg) Hermann Nitsch (Galerie Weihergut, Salzburg), Erwin Wurm (Galerie Krinzinger, Vienna), Peter Weibel (Galerie Grita Insam, Vienna) or Arnulf Rainer (Galerie 422, Gmunden). A selection of their ‘youngest works’ is to be presented by Galerie Charim (Vienna) featuring Reznikov award winner, Moussa Kone. Galerie Hilger (Vienna) is bringing the Biennale participant, Miha Strukelj, and Galerie Walker (Weitzelsdorf) will be exhibiting Gudrun Kampl and Deborah Sengl.

There will also be ‘young works’ from Dana Charkasi (Vienna) showing objects made by Karl Karner, and from Galerie Frey (Vienna) with the paintings of Bernard Ammerer. habres+partner (Vienna) will be displaying the works of the young Columbian, Andres Ramirez Gaviria. In the gallery Andreas Huber (Vienna) is to provide a stage for the works of the T-Mobile art award winner, Leopold Kessler. layr:wuestenhagen contemporary (Vienna) is bringing paintings by Tillman Kaiser, and Mezzanin (Vienna) is to set up works by Manuel Gorkiewicz. The jury also gave a chance to two newly founded galleries: Klaus Strickner (Vienna) will be dedicating his space to the media artist, Helmut Mark; and among other works Galerie Karol Winiarzyk (Vienna) will be spotlighting the work of a Canadian residing in Vienna, Daniel Domig.

Galerien Momentum (Vienna) has chosen to specialise in photography and feature the works of Anja Manfredi and Gerd Hasler and similarly Westlicht (Vienna) is to focus on classics such as the works of Nobuyoshi Araki and Franz Hubmann. Photography will also be one feature of Galerie Brunnhofer (Linz) showing the work of Iris Andessner, and Herwig Kempinger will be in the spotlight with Georg Kargl Fine Arts (Vienna).
Outsider Art is on show with Galerie Chobot (Vienna) featuring Michael Nedjar; Wolfgang Exner (Vienna) presents collages by Christo and Jeanne-Claude, Galerie Knoll (Vienna) is exhibiting Biennale participants AES+F; and Galerie Steinek (Vienna) will be dedicating a solo show to Arnulf Rainer. The young Italian Giulio Camagni is on the books of Artmark Galerie (Vienna) and Engholm Engelhorn (Vienna) will be featuring a broad selection of the gallery exhibits of Anna Jermolaewa. Martin Janda (Vienna) will be presenting artists such as Maja Vukoje. Galerie Lang (Vienna) will be debuting the young Bulgarian Juliana Do. Lisi Hämmerle (Bregenz) has chosen an installation for the ‘Changing Cities: Detroit – Bregenz – Detroit’ expo project. Hubert Winter (Vienna) will be completely dedicating his exhibition stand to the SOSka Group from Ukraine.
ZONE1: Special features at the >VIENNAFAIR<

Established two years ago ZONE1 will again serve as a central exhibition area of the >VIENNAFAIR< featuring special and out-of-the-ordinary exhibits. The open stand system allows galleries to devote 20m2 to single exhibits created by young artists and newcomers. As last year, ZONE1 will again be staged under the auspices of the Ministry for Education, Art and Culture.
A new feature in ZONE1 is Galerie Michaela Stock (Vienna) highlighting work by Patrick Baumüller, and Galerie tazl (Weiz), featuring work by Martin Bruno Schmid. The Turin institution Galerie 41 artecontemporanea is to exhibit works by Gosia Turzeniecka in Vienna. Galerie goethe 2 (Bolzano) will feature the artist Christoph Hinterhuber. hilger contemporary will be exhibiting lighting objects created by Ivana Franke. Suppan Contemporary spotlights Philipp Aduatz whose work walks the line between art and design. From Paris Eric Dupont will be bringing the artist Marina Joatton. Paolo Grassino is to be presented by Galerie MAM Mario Mauroner Contemporary Art, yet another Italian artist in ZONE1. Artelier Contemporary (Graz) is to exhibit ‘Mirror-Displacement #77 Boat’ by Gustav Troger and Olaf Stüber (Berlin) and Marc Aschenbrenner, born in Linz in 1971, will also be on show.
Sculpture welcomes guests to the >VIENNAFAIR 2009<

‘Volume’ is the title of the breathtaking sculpture by the Austrian artist, Jakob Gasteiger, in hall A at the >VIENNAFAIR 2009<. This black high-tech synthetic fabric balloon is 25 metres long and has a diameter of 7 metres. The sculpture will be floating at a height of four metres above the ZONE1 restaurant. In the world of contemporary art Jakob Gasteiger is seen as an extremist and his work is an uneasy balance between painting, drawing and sculpture. Born in Salzburg his trademark is the ‘comb trowel’ and the trained stage builder and set dresser has been using this tool to form and decorate his abstract works since the 1980s achieving great international acclaim. ‘Volume’ has already been exhibited at a former monastery church in St. Peter an der Sperr in Wiener Neustadt. Jakob Gasteiger mirrored the surrounding architecture in his work and played with the contradictions between the lightness of the material and the blackness of the balloon which lends an imposing aura.
International experts discuss Vienna as a base for innovative cultural production and the ways contemporary art is presented today.
For the second time Reed Exhibitions Messe Wien has gained the support and cooperation of departure wirtschaft, kunst & kultur gmbh and will be staging a series of discussions at the >VIENNAFAIR<. Big-name expert panels are to discuss the currently popular forms of presentation for modern art, and Vienna as a base for innovative cultural production. Departure is staging the ‘curated by_vienna 09’ exhibitions in which 18 Vienna galleries are participating, and against this background curators such as Dan Cameron (founding director and head curator, Prospect. 1, New Orleans), Jérome Sans (Director of the Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Peking), Matthew Higgs (Director at White Columns, New York) and Gianni Jetzer (Director of the Swiss Institute Contemporary Art, New York) and other internationally celebrated experts from the world of art are to discuss the activities of curators and the current trends in modern art.
One very special feature of these events is to be provided by the discussion ‘All Art Isn’t Global Yet’. The New York Times art critic, Michael Kimmelman, the Russian Kurator Victor Misiano and Iwona Blazwick, director of Whitechapel Art Gallery in London, are set to discuss the relevance of regional tendencies in what is supposed to be a globalised art world. The panel is expected to deal with the following questions: Is there a new focus on cultural variety and regional specifics in contemporary art? What effects could these factors have on Europe’s local art scenes? Why do Russian artists exhibit different works in Russia and elsewhere? Why are domestic exhibition platforms still the most common stages for contemporary art? This fascinating panel discussion is to be presented and directed by Christoph Thun-Hohenstein, head of departure wirtschaft, kunst & kultur gmbh in Vienna, and Simon Rees, head curator of the Contemporary Art Center in Vilnius. More detailed information on all the discussions can be found in the accompanying programme or at www.curatedby.at,  www.viennafair.at

In order to enable the broadest participation of interested parties at the discussions departure wirtschaft, kunst & kultur gmbh is providing a limited number of free tickets. Visitors are requested to register at: viennafair_panelprogram@departure.at and will then be able to collect their admission tickets at the >VIENNAFAIR 2009< VIP counter.

departure wirtschaft, kunst & kultur gmbh is an organisation for subsidisation and support for creative industries and the central point of contact for the aforementioned in the City of Vienna, including those involved in the arts and art market. departure was founded in the autumn of 2003 as Austria’s first independent subsidisation and support service for businesses in the so-called creative industries. It has since established itself as a successful example for the subsidisation of innovation on a competitive basis. Since this programme was started around 190 businesses have gained subsidisation to the tune of a total of €13.3 million. (www.departure.at)

Vienna Chambers of Commerce donate two prizes for a total of €10,000 for the best expo stands 

The Vienna chambers of commerce are supporting this year’s >VIENNAFAIR< again in an important contribution to the internationalisation of Vienna as a base for activity in the art world. For the fourth year now the top-ranking jury – Brigitte Jank, President of the Vienna Chambers of Commerce, Gerald Bast, Rector of the University for Applied Art, Sabine Breitwieser, independent curator and General Secretary of the CIMAM, Rita Vitorelli, publisher of the art magazine ‘spike’, and Vitus H. Weh, artistic director of quartier 21/MQ – is to award the Vienna Chambers of Commerce Gallery Prize for the best designed stand at the >VIENNAFAIR 2009<. For the first time this year the gallery prize is to be awarded in two categories: the ‘emerging gallery prize’ and the ‘established gallery prize’. The best presented stand offerings of a new and innovative gallery – and similarly of a gallery well established on the market – are now to be rewarded with €5000 each, double last year’s prize money. Brigitte Jank (KommR), President of the Vienna Chambers of Commerce, is to present the galleries award to the winners at the ‘Vernissage’ on the 6th May 2009 at 6 pm. ‘This award marks the intense efforts made by the gallery owners and managers in selecting and presenting their artists. Additionally, the winners also enjoy increased media attention, simplifying the task of establishing and consolidating their market positioning. Hence, the prize is also a valuable boost for up-and-coming galleries and artists’, remarked Mrs Jank underlining the commitment shown to the >VIENNAFAIR 2009< by the Vienna Chambers of Commerce to this cause.

Cooperation between domestic and international art institutions and the >VIENNAFAIR<

The successful cooperation with museums and art institutions is also being continued with ZONE1 and in the information section of the >VIENNAFAIR<.
As part of an extended cooperation agreement various art institutions will be promoting themselves at the >VIENNAFAIR<, including vouchers for discount price >VIENNAFAIR< admission with their outgoing mail and granting >VIENNAFAIR< visitors free admission to their institutions during the fair. 

The following institutions are cooperating with the >VIENNAFAIR< 2009: Albertina (Vienna), Alexander Reznikov Collection (Vienna/Moscow), Augarten Contemporary (Belvedere, Vienna), Bank Austria Kunstforum (Vienna), basis wien, BAWAG Contemporary (Vienna), KÖR Kunst im öffentlichen Raum in Vienna, Kulturkontakt Austria (Vienna), Kunsthalle Wien (Vienna), Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna, Lentos Kunstmuseum Linz, lower austria contemporary (art in public in Lower Austria, KUNSTRAUM NOE, Kunsthalle Krems, NÖ Landesmuseum, Art/Brut Center Gugging, Hermann Nitsch Museum at the Mistelbach museum centre, Arnulf Rainer Museum), MAK – Austrian museum for applied and contemporary art (Vienna), The University for Applied Art (Vienna), MUMOK museum of modern art foundation, Ludwig, Vienna; ESSL MUSEUM for modern art (Klosterneuburg) and Sammlung Verbund (Vienna), Ve.Sch – the association for space and shape in the arts (Vienna) and the Wien Museum. 

The Vienna-Budapest axis is particularly strong this year in terms of cooperation agreements with art institutions. In 2009 six art institutions from Budapest – Budapest Galéria, Kiscelli Múzeum, Ludwig Múzeum Museum of Contermporary, Mai Manó House  Hungarian House of Photography, Mücsnarnok Kunsthalle and Studio of Young Artists Association – are all to participate in a limited special display of contemporary art. 

Vienna – a home for art and a magnet for international art collectors: The special programme for the >VIENNAFAIR 2009<

A specially developed programme within the show, visits to museums and special tours as part of the >VIENNAFAIR< are designed to attract hordes of collectors to Vienna, thus to establish a vital basis for the commercial success of the galleries. As always, the City of Vienna will be sponsoring the international programme for art collectors. Complementary programme features at the >VIENNAFAIR 2009< include a number of speakers, as well as presentations given by art institutions from Austria and Eastern Europe.

>VIENNAFAIR< Special event on the final day: 

Free admission to the >VIENNAFAIR 2009< for all mothers on Austrian Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day @ VIENNAFAIR has been organised by Reed Exhibitions Messe Wien in cooperation with Radio 88.6 and the Sunday edition of ‘Die Presse’, for the 10th May, for all mothers with an interest in art. Our special gift is free admission for all mothers and for children up to the age of 14 with discount price admission for accompanying persons registered via online ticketing; plus free child-minding services, painting for kids at the ‘Die Presse’ stand (A0002) in hall A and guided tours for children sponsored by the ERSTE BANK. Radio 88.6 is raffling a Mother’s Day PACKAGE and Gerstner Exhibition & Congress Catering has set up a MOTHER’S DAY ART LUNCH at the VIENNAFAIR restaurant (reservations required:  gastro@gerstner.at).
Sponsors of the >VIENNAFAIR< 2009:

Main sponsor

ERSTE BANK

Sponsors & cooperation agreements
ADLS, AUA – Austrian Airlines, BMW, departure Wirtschaft, Kunst und Kultur gbmh, De France, Le Meridien, Das Triest, Linz09, Wien Tourismus, Vienna Chambers of Commerce.
Sponsors
BMUKK – Ministry for Education, Art and Culture and the City of Vienna Office for Culture.
Additional sponsors
Illy Caffe, Vöslauer, Die Presse, Ö1, 3sat, Radio 88.6
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For more press information – please contact:
Reed Exhibitions Messe Wien/Press & PR:

Head of Press & PR: Paul Hammerl (Mag.)
Jasmin Medani (Mag.), Tel. +43 (0)1 727 20-226

E-mail: jasmin.medani@messe.at

Stephanie Raidl, Tel. +43 (0)1 727 20-224

E-mail: stephanie.raidl@messe.at

Christina Werner (Mag.), w.hoch.2wei, Tel. +43 (0)1 524 96 46-22

E-mail: werner@kunstnet.at 
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NB:  Press information and photos can be downloaded from � HYPERLINK "http://www.viennafair.at" ��www.viennafair.at� Please do not forget to state your source for photographs. 
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